IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
listings and all earlier versions. 



digital image, said mkhod comprising the steps of: 



(Currently Amended) A method for automated classification of a 



analysing^aid analyzing the digital image for the presence of a human face; 
determining \ size of the located face with respect to a size of said the 

image; [[and]] 

classifying said th^v digital image according to one of a number of shot types 
based on the relative size of said theVace with respect to said the image ; and 

storing the classification of the digital image as metadata associated with the 

digital image . 

2. (Currently Amended) AViethod according to claim 1 wherein said 
the digital image is classified using a shot type term which provides information about an 
intention of a photographer whom who captured said the image. 



3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 or 2 A wherein 
said the image is classified as a far-shot if the size of said the located face is substantially 
less than the size of said the image. 



A (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 or 2 a wherein 
said the image is\lassified as a closeup where the size of said the located face substantially 
corresponds with the\ize of said the image. 
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5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 or 2 a wherein 
said the image is classified as an extreme close-up where only a part of said the located face 
appears within said the image. 

6. (Currently Amended^ A method according to claim 1 or 2 a wherein 
said classifying step comprises associating a si?e of said the located face with a set of 
predetermined thresholds for a size of a human face image. 



7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 or 2 a wherein 
said the image is classified as a far shot if said the image contains a face and the size of said 
the located face is below a first predetermined threshold compared to the size of said the 
image. 



8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 7 4 wherein said 
the image is classified as an extreme close up if the size of said the locate^ face is above a 
second predetermined threshold compared to the size of said the image. 



9. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 8 A wh^ jrein said 
the image is classified as a close-up if the size of said the located face is below sat^ the 
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secortd^redetermined threshold and above a third predetermined threshold compared to the 
size of said the^knage. 

1 0. (Curfoitly Amended) A method according to claim 9 a wherein said 
the image is classified is a mediWn shot if the size of said the located face is greater than 
said the first predetermined threshold and less than said the third predetermined threshold. 



analysing analyzing step comprises interpreting information provided with said the image. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 l a wherein said 
the image comprises a frame of a digital video sequence of images. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12 A wherein said 
the information is associated with other frames ofisaid the sequence. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim l a wherein said 
analysing analyzing step comprises detecting one or mqre regions of said the image at 
which skin colou re d colored pixels are located in order to\ocate said the face. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method according^ claim 1 A wherein said 
determining step includes approximating approximates the size of saitNhe located face by a 
height and width of a bounding rectangle that encloses said the face. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amend&d) A method according to claim 1 A wherein said 



(Currently Amended) A method for automated classification of a 
digital image, said methodxomprising the steps of: 

analysing said analyzing the digital image for the presence of a human face; 
determining a position of the located face with respect to a frame of said the 

image; [[and]] 

classifying said the digital knage according to one of a number of shot types 
based on the relative position of said the face with respect to said the image frame ; and 

storing the classification of the ygital image as megadata associated with 
the digital image . 



1 7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 6 A wherein said 
the digital image is classified using a shot type term which provides information about an 
intention of a photographer whom who captured st id the image. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A met lod according to claim 1 6 or 1 7 A 



wherein said the image is classified as a highshot i 



the position of said the located face is 



substantially toward a bottom of said the image frame. 



19. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16 or 17 A 
wherein said the image is classified as a eyelevel shot where the position of said the located 
face substantially corresponds with a centre center of said the lhaage frame. 
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2D>\(Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16 or 17 a 
wherein said the image is classified as a low shot where the position of said the located face 
is substantially toward a top of sattkthe image frame. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16 or 17 a 
wherein said the image is classified as a left shot where the position of said the located face 
is substantially toward a right hand side of sakftthe image frame. 



22. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16 or 17 a 
wherein sard the image is classified as a right shot where the position of said the located 
face is substantially toward a left hand side of said he image frame. 

23. (Currently Amended) A metiod according to claim 16 or 17 a 
wherein said the image is classified as a low shot where the position of said the located face 
is substantially toward a top of said the image fram 

24. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16 A wherein said 
analysing analyzing step comprises interpreting information provided with said the image. 




25. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16 a wherein said 
the image comprises a frame of a digital video sequence of images. 
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26. ^(Qurrently Amended) A method according to claim 25 A wherein said 
the information is associated with other frames of said the sequence. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [[1]] JJL further 
comprising the steps of: 

detecting an edge within said linage; 

determining an angle of inclination between said edge and an axis of said the 
image frame; and 

^Y^— ^ classifying said the image as a Du\ch shot where said the angle of inclination 

is between predetermined angles of inclination. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 27 A wherein said 
the predetermined angles of inclination comprise 30 and 60 degrees. 



29. (Currently Amended) A metho^ according to claim 1 6 a further 
comprising the steps of : 

analysing said analyzing the image for tl^e presence of a predetermined 
non-human component; 

assessing said the predetermined componen\with respect to at least one 
further criteria criterion ; and 

where said c r iteria that further criterion is met, cl^sifying said the image 
based upon the presence of said the predetermined component. 
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307^\(Currently Amended) A method according to claim 29 a wherein said 
the predetermined componenboomprises a colour color of a distinct region of said the 
image. 



3 1 . (Currently Amended)\A method according to claim 29 a wherein said 
criteria the criterion comprises at least a relative motion of said the predetermined 
component within said the image. 



Av 



32. (Currently Amended) A method of processing an input sequence of 
digital images, said method comprising the steps of: 

classifying each said digital image of s^rd the sequence using a method 
according to claim 1 ; and 

editing said the sequence using said the classification to form an output 
sequence of digital images. 



33. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [[31]] 32. 
wherein said editing step comprises applying an edit function to each said the image of said 
the input sequence, those ones of said the images not satisfying said the edit function being 
omitted from said the output sequence. 



34. (Currently Amended) A method according\o claim [[31]] 32, 
wherein said editing step comprises establishing an editing template rqr said the sequence, 
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each sakttfifc^dit function forming a component of said the template and corresponding to 
one of said the imag^dassifications. 

35. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 33 a wherein said 
the edit function comprises at leastVie effect for application to the image, said the effect 
being selected from the group consisting of visual effects and audible effects. 

(^^^^ 36- (Currently Amended)^ method according to claim 35 a wherein said 

the visual effects are selected from the group consisting of reproduction speed variation, 
zooming, blurring, and cotonr color variation. 



37. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus for automated 
classification of a digital image, said apparatus comprising: 

means for analysing said analyzing thp digital image for the presence of a 

human face; 

means for determining a size of the located face with respect to a size of said 

the image; and 

means for classifying said the digital image Recording to one of a number of 
shot types based on the relative size of said the face with respeet to said the image : and 

means for storing the classification of the digital inrage as metadata 
associated with the digital image . 
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38^\JCurrently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 37 ' A 



wherein: 



X 



(i) said the image is classified as a far-shot if the size of said the located 
face is substantially less than the size of said the image; 

(ii) said the image is classified as a close-up where the size of said the 
located face substantially corresponds with tnfe size of said the image; and 

(iii) said the image is classified as an extreme close-up where only a part 
of said the located face appears within said the image. 

39. (Currently Amended) Ap p aratus An apparatus according to claim 37 A 
wherein said means for classifying associates a size ofisaid the located face with a set of 
predetermined thresholds for a size of a human face iimge. 



40. (Currently Amended) Ap p aratus An apparatus according to claim 39 A 



wherein: 



(i) said the image is classified as a far shot if said the image contains a 
face and the size of said the located face is below a first predetermined threshold compared 
to the size of said the image; 

(ii) said the image is classified as an extreme ^lose up if the size of said 
the located face is above a second predetermined threshold compare^ to the size of said the 
image; 
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(iii) 



id the image is classified as a close-up if the size of said the 



located face is below said tn^ second predetermined threshold and above a third 



predetermined threshold compared to the size of said the image; and 



(iv) said the imagers classified is a medium shot if the size of said die 



located face is greater than said the firstypredetermined threshold and less than said the third 
predetermined threshold. \ 



4 1 . (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 3 7 a 
wherein said analysing analyzing comprises interpreting information provided with said the 
image. \ 

42. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 4\ 1 
wherein said the image comprises a frame of a digital video sequence of images. 

43 . (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 4 1 4 
wherein said means for analysing analyzing detects one W more regions of said the image at 
which skin colour e d colored pixels are located in order toMocate said the face. 

44. (Currently Amended) A pp aratus An apparatus according to claim 43 A 
wherein said means for determining approximates the size of sattNhe located face by a 
height and width of a bounding rectangle that encloses said the face. \ 
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(Currently Amended) A p paratus An apparatus for automated 
classification of a digitanmage, said apparatus comprising: 

means for analy&fog said analyzing the digital image for the presence of a 

human face; 

means for determining a ^sition of the located face with respect to a frame 
of said the image; and 

~ means for classifying said the digital image according to one of a number of 

^s^^^ j^ shot types based on the relative position of said the face with respect to said the image 
frame ; and 

means for storing the classification of foe digital image as metadata 
associated with the digital image . 



46. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 45 A 



wherein: 



(i) said the image is classified as a higmshot if the position of said the 
located face is substantially toward a bottom of said the image frame; 

(ii) said the image is classified as a eye-lerel shot where the position of 
said the face substantially corresponds with a centre center of smd the image frame; 

(iii) said the image is classified as a low shot wnere the position of said 
the located face is substantially toward a top of said the image framA 

(iv) said the image is classified as a left shot where disposition of said 
the located face is substantially toward a right hand side of said the image fraqie; 
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(v) \said the image is classified as a right shot where the position of said 
the located face is substantiMW toward a left hand side of said the image frame; 

(vi) said the im&ge is classified as a low shot where the position of said 
the located face is substantially towardva top of said the image frame. 

47. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 46 a 
wherein said analysing analyzing comprises interpreting information provided with said the 
image. \ 



48. (Currently Amended) A p paratus An apparatus according to claim 46 a 
wherein said the image comprises a frame of a digital video sequence of images. 

49. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 48 a 
wherein said the information is associated with other frames of said the sequence. 

50. (Currently Amended) Appa r atus An apparatus according to claim 
[[37]] 45^ further comprising: \ 

means for detecting an edge within said the imagfe; 

means for determining an angle of inclination between said the edge and an 
axis of said the image frame; and \ 

means for classifying said the image as a Dutch shot whereysaid the angle of 
inclination is between predetermined angles of inclination. \ 
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(Currently Amended) Ap p aratus An apparatus according to claim 37 a 

further comprising: 

means for analyfeiiig said analyzing the image for the presence of a 
predetermined non-human component; 

means for assessing satd xfte predetermined component with respect to at 
least one further criteria criterion : and 

where said criteria that further Criterion is met, classifying said the image 
based upon the presence of said the predetermined component. 

52. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 5 l a 
wherein said the predetermined component comprises ^cokrttr color of a distinct region of 
said the image. 

53. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 5 l a 
wherein said criteria the further criterion comprises at least \ relative motion of said the 
predetermined component within said the image. 

54. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus for processing an 
image a sequence of digital images , said apparatus comprising: 

classification apparatus according to claim 37 for determining a shot type 
classification for each digital image of said the sequence; and 

means for editing said the sequence using said the shot type classification to 
form an output sequence of digital images. 



^^$5. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 54 a 
wherein said means tohqditing comprises applying an edit function to each said the image 
of said the input sequence, tn&se ones of said the images not satisfying said the edit 
function being omitted from said the output sequence. 

56. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 55 A 
wherein said the editing comprises establishing an editing template for said the sequence, 
each said the edit function forming a component of said the template and corresponding to 
one of said the image classifications. 

57. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 56 a 
wherein said the edit function comprises at least one\effect for application to the image, 
said the effect being selected from the group consisting of visual effects and audible effects. 

58. (Currently Amended) Apparatus An apparatus according to claim 57 A 
wherein said the visual effects are selected from the group\ponsisting of reproduction speed 
variation, zooming, blurring, and colour color variation. 



59. (Currently Amended) A computer readable\nedium incorporating a 
computer program product operable upon computer apparatus for automated classification 
of a digital image, said computer program product comprising: 

code for analysing said analyzing the digital image for the preserve of a 

human face; 
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determining a size of the located face with respect to a size of said 

the image; and 

code for classifying said the digital image according to one of a number of 
shot types based on the relative size o^said the face with respect to said the image ; and 

code for storing the classification of the digital image as metadata associated 
with the digital image . 

60. (Currently Amended) A\computer readable medium according to 
claim 59 a wherein: 

(i) said the image is classified as a far-shot if the size of said the located 
face is substantially less than the size of said the image; 

(ii) said die image is classified as a close-up where the size of said the 
located face substantially corresponds with the size 6f said the image; and 

(iii) said the image is classified as an extreme close-up where only a part 
of said the located face appears within said the image. 



6 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 60 a wherein said classifying comprises associating a size of said the located face with 
a set of predetermined thresholds for a size of a human face ima&e. 



62. (Currently Amended) A computer readable mediira^according to 
claim 6 1 A wherein: 
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said the image is classified as a far shot if said the image contains a 
face arid the size of sarcKthe located face is below a first predetermined threshold compared 
to the size of said the images 

(ii) said the linage is classified as an extreme close up if the size of said 
the located face is above a second predetermined threshold compared to the size of said the 
image; 

(iii) said the image is\lassified as a close-up if the size of said the 
^ located face is below said the second predetermined threshold and above a third 

(^y^i^ -A predetermined threshold compared to the size of said the image; and 

(iv) said the image is classified is a medium shot if the size of said the 
located face is greater than said die first predetermined threshold and less than said the third 
predetermined threshold, 

63. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 59 A wherein said analysing analyzing comprises interpreting information provided 
with said the image. 

64. (Currently Amended) A computer \eadable medium according to 
claim 63 a wherein said the image comprises a frame of a digital video sequence of images. 



65. (Currently Amended) A computer readable n^edium according to 
claim 64 a wherein said die information is associated with other frames afraid the sequence. 
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(Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 59 a wherein said aliasing analyzing comprises detecting one or more regions of said 
the image at which skin colouted colored pixels are located in order to locate said the face. 



67. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 59* wherein said determining approximates the size of said the located face by a 
height and width of a bounding rectangle that encloses said the face. 



68. (Currently Amended\ A computer readable medium according to 
claim 59 a further comprising: 

code for analysing said analyzing the image for the presence of a human 

face; 

code for determining a position of\the located face with respect to a frame of 
said the image; and 

code for classifying said the image b^sed on the relative position of said the 
face with respect to said the image frame. 



69. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 68 a wherein: 

(i) said the image is classified as a high-shot iMie position of said the 
located face is substantially toward a bottom of said the image frame; 

(ii) said the image is classified as a eye-level shot where the position of 
said the face substantially corresponds with a cent r e center of said the image fram^ 
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said the image is classified as a low shot where the position of said 
the located face is substantially toward a top of said the image frame; 

(iv) said tnfe image is classified as a left shot where the position of said 
the located face is substantially toward a right hand side of said the image frame; 

(v) said the image is classified as a right shot where the position of said 
the located face is substantially towara a left hand side of said the image frame; and 

(vi) said the image is classified as a low shot where the position of said 
the located face is substantially toward a top of said the image frame. 



70. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 69 A wherein said analysing analyzing comprises interpreting information provided 
with said the image. 



7 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 69 A wherein said the image comprises a frame V)f a digital video sequence of images. 

72. (Currently Amended) A computeV readable medium according to 
claim 71 a wherein said the information is associated with other frames of said the sequence. 



73. (Currently Amended) A computer readablevpiedium according to 
claim 72 a further comprising: 

code for detecting an edge within said the image; 



-20- 



;ode for determining an angle of inclination between said the edge and an 
axis of said the imagefnime; and 

code for classifying said the image as a Dutch shot where said the angle of 
inclination is between predetermined angles of inclination. 



PA 



74. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 73 A wherein said the predeterminedyangles of inclination comprise 30 and 60 degrees. 

75. (Currently Amended) \ computer readable medium according to 
claim 74 A further comprising: 

code for analysing said analvzing^the image for the presence of a 
predetermined non-human component; 

code for assessing said the predetermined component with respect to at least 
one further criteria criterion ; and 

where said criteria that further criterick is met, classifying said the image 
based upon the presence of said the predetermined component. 



76. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 75 a wherein said the predetermined component comprises a ccrkror color of a distinct 
region of said the image. 
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(Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 76 A wherein saiafcritcria the criteiron comprises at least a relative motion of said the 
predetermined component within said the image. 

78. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium incorporating a 
computer program product for processing an input sequence of images, comprising: 

code for classifying each sa^d the image of said the sequence using the 
AV computer program product of claim 77; and 

code for editing said the sequence using said the classification to form an 
output sequence of images. 

79. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 78 A wherein said editing comprises applying an eiiit function to each said the image 
of sard the input sequence, those ones of said the images i|ot satisfying said the edit 
function being omitted from said the output sequence. 

80. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
claim 79 a wherein said editing comprises establishing an editing template for said the 
sequence, each said the edit function forming a component of safo the template and 
corresponding to one of said the image classifications. 



81 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium act^rding to 
claim 80 a wherein said the edit function comprises at least one effect for application^Q^the 
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image, said the effect-being selected from the group consisting of visual effects and audible 
effects. 

82. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to 
y claim 8 1 A wherein said the visual effects are selected from the group consisting of 
reproduction speed variation, zooming, blurring, and ^teur color variation. 



83. (Currently Amended) An edited sequence oii^iages formed through 
implementation of a series of images according to any one of claims 1,16, ST^S^mdS^ 



-23- 



